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SUBJECT: FOREIGN RELATIONS: FURTHER REACTIONS TO HOUSE EMBARGO VOTE 

REF: A) ATHENS 6631 (DTG 030840Z AUG 78) 

B) NICOSIA 1950 (DTG 021415Z AUG 78) 

1 . ALL ELEMENTS OF GREEK POLITICAL LIFE FOLLOWED THE LEAD 
OF THE GOVERNMNET AND CRITICIZED THE HOUSE VOTE TO LIFT THE 
EMBARGO. THE GREEK GOVERNMENT S STATEMENT (REF A), 

LIKE THAT OF PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU (REF B). STRESSED AMERICA'S 
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RESPONSIBILITY AS "A VERY HEAVY ONE" WHILE NOTING THAT 
THE SETTLEMENT OF OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS DEPENDED MAINLY 
ON TURKEY. THE STATEMENT CALLED ATTENTION TO THE 
ADMINISTRATION’S "ONE MORE CHANCE" TO LIMIT TURKISH 
INTRANSIGENCE WHEN THE SENATE-HOUSE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 
MEETS. MEANWHILE, THE STATEMENT FORMALLY EXPRESSED 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT'S REGRET AT THE HOUSE'S DECISION 
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TO LIFT THE EMBARGO. 

2. THE OPPOSITION RAPIDLY FOLLOWED SUIT. PASOK 
PRESIDENT ANDREAS PAPANDREOU. ESSENTIALLY REPEATING 
HIS EARLIER STATEMENT FOLLOWKNG THE SENATE VOTE, SAID 
THAT THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT "G RE ECE BELONGS TO THE 
WEST" (A KARAMANLIS BYWORD) CAN ONLY HOPE NOW THAT THE 
U.S. WILL USE ITS INFLUENCE TO REDUCE TURKEY'S DEMANDS 

IN CYPRUS AND THE AEREAN. HOWEVER, HE ADDED, EXPERIENCE 
DID NOT PERMIT SUCH ILLUSIONS AND HE AGAIN CALLED 
FOR GREECE TO ADOPT A NEW FOREIGN AND DEFENSE POLICY. 

UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER (UDC) LEADER ZIGHDIS 
IN A SHARP AND BITTER STATEMENT ATTACHED THE "GLARING 
HYPOCRISY" IN THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION'S HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICY SINCE IT IGNORED HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS ON CYPRUS. 

IN AN EFFORT TO MAKE SOME POLITICAL CAPITAL FROM THE VOTE, 

ZIGHDIS RECALLED RECENT CALLS TO PRIME MINISTER KARAMANLIS 
TO MAKE REPRESENTATIONS TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT. HE SAID 
THAT THE SLIGHT HOUSE MAJORITY SHOWED "HOW EASILY THE 
RESULT COULD HAVE BEEN DIFFERENT IF THE KARAMANLIS 
GOVERNMENT HAD ONLY ACTED IN TIME" TO BRIEF THE 
CONGRESSMEN ADEQUATELY. FORMER UDC PRESIDENT MAVROS REFERRED 
TO THE RESULT AS A CRIME AND CALLED FOR A UNITED FRONT 
TO DEAL WITH THE CRISIS CREATED BY THE RESUMPTION OF 
U.S. MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO TURKEY. 

STATEMENTS BY OTHER PARTIES AND LEADING POLITICIANS 
WERE EQUALLY CRITICAL. 
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3. ALL NEWSPAPERS HIGHLIGHTED THE STORY, AND THERE 
WERE A NUMBER OF EDITORIAL COMMENTS. LIBERAL 
OPPOSITION TO VIMA PROMINENTRLY PLAYED BOTH THE GOVERN- 
MENT'S STATEMENT, "THE GOVERNMENT EXPRESSES ONCE AGAIN 
ITS REGRET OVER THE LIFTINGOF THE EMBARGO AND FEARS 
THAT ANKARA'S INTRANSIGENCE HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED", AND 
THE PAPANDREOU VIEW, "TURKISH AGGRESSIVENESS PUSHED 
FORWARD." TO VIMA AND OTHER PRINTED THAT PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT 
(WHICH WAS DISTRIBUTED BY ICA), WHILE PRO-GOVERNMENT 
AKROPOLIS PRINTED EXCERPTS OF THE STATEMENT WITH A 
WASHINGTON DATELINE AND ATTEMPTED TO SHOW THAT THE 
PRESIDENT HAD NOW ADMITTED THE POSSIBILITY OF WARLIKE 
ACTIVITIES IN THE AEREAN. 

4. PRO-GOVERNMENT KATHIMERINI SOUNDED A THEME NOTED 
IN THE STATEMENTS OF BOTH THE GREEK AND CYPRIOT GOVERN- 
MENTS, THE "VERY HEAVY RESPONSIBILITIES ON THE SHOULDERS 
OF PRESIDENT CARTER," AND STRESSED THAT BOTH THE 
GOVERNMENT AND OTHER ELEMENTS OF POLITICAL LIFE HERE 
HAD UNDERLINED THE NEED FOR NATIONAL UNITY. KATHIMERINI'S 
FACTUAL COVERAGE NOTED THE ESSENTIAL SIMILARITIES 
BETWEEN THE WRIGHT AND BYRD AMENDMENTS, INFORMED ITS 
READERS THAT A SENATE-HOUSE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE MUST 
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NOW MEET ON THE MATTER AND GAVE SOME TIMING PARAMETERS, 
BASED ON THE UPCOMING CONGRESSIONAL RECESS AND OTHER 
FACTORS. 
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5. EDITOTIAL COMMENT RANGED FROM BITTER SARCASM TO A 
"WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?" APPROACH. LEFTIST 
ELEFTHEROTYPIA'S "A DWARF PRESIDENT" WAS A DEROGATORY 
ASSESSMENT OF THE POLITICAL STATURE OF PRESIDENT CARTER, 
WHILE A COMPANION EDITORIAL, "TO THE HONORABLE ONES," 
SALUTED THE 205 HOUSE MEMBERS WHO VOTED AGAINST LIFTING 
THE EMBARGO. ULTRA-CONSERVATIVE ESTIA, IN A REFLECTIVE 
EDITORIAL, "WHAT MUST BE DONE," SEIZED UPON THE 
60-DAY CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS COMMON TO BOTH THE 
BYRD AND WRIGHT AMENDMENTS AND URGED THE GREEK GOVERN- 
MENT TO MAKE SURE THAT EACH SUCH REPORT ACCURATELY 
REFLECTS THE RALITY OF THE SITUATION IN THE EASTERN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MEDITERRANEAN. 

6. PRO-GOVERNMENT KATHIMERINI'S EDITORIAL, "THE SOLE 

COMPASS," QUOTED EXTENSIVELY FROM A STATEMENT BY 

MAJORITY WHIP BRADEMAS WHO RECALLED THAT THE SAME ARGUMENT 

ABOUT "NATO INTERESTS" HAD BEEN USED TO SUPPORT MILITARY 

AID TO THE JUNTA. KATHIMERINI WENT ON TO SAY, "WE 

HAVE BEEN TAUGHT A LOT, NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF THE LATEST 

DEVELOPMENTS, BUT FROM THE PAINFUL EXPERIENCES OF THE 

PAST DECADE. THE STRONG IN THIS WORLD HAVE TAUGHT US 

HOW THEY UNDERSTAND AND APPLY THEIR ALLIANCES, THEIR 

"IDEOLOGIES' AND THEIR DECLARATIONS OF PRINCIPLES." 

THEREFORE, HELLENISM MUST DISCORD ITS ROMANTICISM AND 
EXPLORE THE SEVERAL ALTERNATIVES IT HAS BEFORE IT. 

" WE ARE NOT THREATENING ANYONE," THE EDITORIAL 
CONCLUDED, "BUT WE WILL NOT ALLOW ANYONE TO VIOLATE 
OUR RIGHTS AND VITAL INTERESTS." 

MILLS 
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